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Imitating Jesus  

We Need to Imitate Jesus’ Courage  

 To what animal is Jesus most often compared in the Scriptures? The obvious an-

swer is a lamb. But God’s Son also is likened to a lion, being described as “the Lion of 

the tribe of Judah” (Revelation 5:5). The lion is recognized as being strong and fearless.  

 Though they did not recognize Him as the Christ, some observers candidly con-

fessed Jesus’ boldness, saying, “But look! He speaks boldly, and they say nothing to 

Him” (John 7:26). As followers of Jesus, we need to strive to imitate His boldness. In 

what ways did He demonstrate His courage?  

 Even in the face of danger, Jesus had the courage to confess His Deity. When He 

was asked by the Jewish high priest, “Are You the Chirst, the Son of the Blessed,” His 

answer was, “I am” (Mark 14:61,62). That confession ultimately cost Him His life. Are 

you and I courageous enough to confess Jesus, even when we face potential backlash for 

doing so?  

 Jesus showed courage by taking the right action, even as He was criticized for it. 

For instance, He kept on eating with and reaching out to tax collectors and sinners, de-

spite the criticism He faced (Luke 15:1,2).  

 Our Lord manifested boldness when He said and taught what people needed to 

hear. Though they may have preferred to hear something softer, Jesus told great multi-

tudes of listeners that anyone who desires to be His disciple must love Him above their 

family, bear their cross, and forsake all (Luke 14:25-27,33).  

 The Christ showed courage when He spoke against religious error and exposed the 

character of religious leaders. He pointed out the error of trying to bind man-made tradi-

tions (Mark 7:1-13) and openly condemned the hypocrisy of the scribes and Pharisees 

(Matthew 23).  

 Our Savior further showed boldness when He stayed committed to the Father and 

His will, even when those around Him failed or faltered. The night before Jesus went to 

the cross, all of the apostles forsook Him (Mark 14:50), Judas betrayed Him, and Simon 

Peter denied Him. Yet, the Master remained loyal to His heavenly Father and the divine 

plan.  

 Jesus courageously suffered for the cause of truth, even though He was innocent 

of any wrongdoing. When He was reviled, He did not revile in return (Mark 15:29-32). 

Instead, He “committed Himself to Him who judges righteously” (1 Peter 2:23).  
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 When Immanuel was forsaken, He wavered not. As He was tempted by the devil when He was alone, He stood His 

ground. When He was mocked, He pressed on. Let us learn to imitate His courage!  

-- Roger D. Campbell  

Gleanings from Galatians  - Galatians 1:1,2,10-23 – The Genuineness of Paul’s Apostleship  

 Paul claimed to be an apostle (Galatians 1:1). Some first-century members of the church seemed to doubt or even deny 

such an affirmation. Thus, in some of Paul’s epistles, at times we see him defending his apostleship and the authority with 

which he spoke.  

 The first two chapters of Galatians contain certain elements which have “the feel” of Paul defending his apostleship and 

the message he proclaimed. How was the description “an apostle of Christ” granted to him? (1) Did a group of humans confer 

such authority upon him? (2) Did he appoint himself to that position? (3) Did the God of heaven call Him to that role and 

grant him the designation of “an apostle of Jesus?” The correct answer is number three: the Lord chose Him.  

 The letter opens with the words, “Paul, an apostle (not from men nor through man)” (Gal. 1:1)  

 Paul was an apostle “through Jesus Christ and God the Father” (1:2).  

 The gospel that Paul preached was “not according to man” (1:11).  

 The gospel proclaimed by Paul: “For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it” (1:11).  

 The gospel Paul preached “came through the revelation of Jesus Christ” (1:12). The unmistakable Source of his 

apostleship and preaching was none other than Jesus the Christ.  

 It pleased God to reveal His Son in Paul as he preached Him among the Gentiles (1:15,16).  

 As Paul began his preaching of the gospel, he did not confer immediately with flesh and blood, nor did He go up to 

meet with other apostles in Jerusalem (1:16,17). No, Paul was not trained by the more-experienced apostles . . . He got His 

message from the Lord via the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 3:1-5).  

 After his conversion, Paul preached “the faith” which he once had tried to destroy (1:23). “The faith” was the gospel 

system of faith which resulted in salvation for those who obeyed it (Acts 6:7). Paul preached the same message that the other 

apostles did.  

 Consider a few final facts that we learn from passages recorded outside of Galatians. One, Paul saw Jesus after He rose 

from the dead (1 Corinthians 9:1). Two, what Paul wrote (and preached) was called “the commandments of the Lord” (1 Co-

rinthians 14:37). Three, Paul was “not at all inferior to the most eminent apostles” (2 Corinthians 11:5). Paul was a genuine 

apostle, having the same delegated authority from the Lord that the other apostles had. Thus, when he spoke for God, wise 

men heeded his message.  

-- Roger D. Campbell  
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